
From The Autobiography of Malcom X  

I have often reflected upon the new vistas that reading opened to me.  I knew right there, 

in prison, that reading had changed forever the course of my life.  As I see it today, the 

ability to read awoke inside me some lo ng dormant craving to be mentally alive.  I certainly 

wasnõt seeking any degree, the way a college confers a status symbol upon its students.  My 

home made education gave me, with every additional book that I read , a little bit more 

sensitivity to the dea fness, dumbness, and blindness that was afflicting the black race in 

America.  Not long ago, an English writer telephoned me from London asking questions.  One 

was, òWhatõs your alma mater?ó I told him, òBooks.ó  You will never catch me with a free 

fifteen  minutes in which Iõm not studying something I feel might be able to help the black 

man. 

From   - The Absolutely True Diary of a Part -Time Indian  by Sherman Alexie.  

 òLook at all these book,ó he said. 

 

 òThere arenõt that many,ó I said. It was a small library in a small high school in a 

small town.  

 

 òThere are three thousand four hundred and twelve books here,ó Gordy said. òI know 

that because I counted them.ó 

 

 òOkay, now youõre officially a freak,ó I said. 

 

 òYes, itõs a small library. Itõs a tiny one. But if you read one of these books a day, it 

would still take you almost ten years to finish.ó 

 

 òWhatõs your point?ó 

 

 òThe world, even the smallest parts of it, is filled with things you donõt know.ó 

 

 Wow. That was huge idea.  

 

 Any town, even one as sma ll as Reardan, was a place of mystery. And that meant that 

Wellpinit, that smaller, Indian town, was also a place of mystery.  

 

 òOkay, so itõs like each of these books is a mystery. Every book is a mystery. And if 

you read all the books ever written, itõs like youõve read one giant mystery. And no matter 

how much you learn, you just keep on learning there is so much more you need to learn.ó 



Information  Books Star  Authors   

 

Armstrong, Jennifer  ð  

Photo by Brady : a picture of the Civil War -  2005 - Presents an account of 

the Civil War using photographs taken under the direction of Mathew B. 

Brady, a famous New York p  hotographer of the day, and provides information 

on the life and times of Brady as well as t he Civil War. Includes notes and 

bibliography.  

The century for young people  ð Three volumes adapted from Peter Jennings 

book. Contains eyewitness accounts of historical events that took place 

throughout the twentieth century, including the Wright brothers first flight, the first radio 

broadcast, the landing on Normandy beach, watching the Challenger shuttle explode, and other 

major events.  

Shipwreck at the bottom of the world : the extraordinary true story of Shackleton and the 
Endurance -Describes the even ts of the 1914 Shackleton Antarctic expedition when, after being 

trapped in a frozen sea for nine months, their ship, Endurance, was finally crushed, forcing 

Shackleton and his men to make a very long and perilous journey to reach inhabited land.  

Spirit of  Endurance - An account of the disastrous 1914 expedition to Antarctica and how its 

members managed to survive.  

Audubon : painter of birds in the wild frontier  -Briefly tells the story of this nineteenth -

century painter and naturalist who is most famous for  his detailed paintings of birds.  

Arnosky, Jim  --  All about frogs   c2002.,  

Introduces young readers to the lives of frogs, from tadpole to adult. Jim 
Arnosky's all about manatees .  c2008., RL 3.1Illustrations and  simple text 

introduce young readers to the physical characteristics, habits, and 

habitats of manatees.  

- Parrotfish and sunken ships : exploring a tropical reef  c2007Explores 

the different underwater environments that make up a tropical reef, 

based on the  explorations of the author and his wife off the southeastern coast of Florida.  

Bartoletti, Susan Campbell . -  Hitler Youth -Growing Up in Hitler's Shadow -
2005  A photo -illustrated look at the youth organizations  Adolf Hitler founded 

and used to meet his sociopolitical and military ends; includes profiles of 

individual Hitler Youth members as well as young people who opposed the Nazis, 

such as Hans and Sophie Scholl.  
Black potatoes : the story of the great Irish f amine, 1845-1850 -Draws 

from letters, diaries, and other documents to chronicle the Irish potato famine 

of 1845 -50, describing the political and personal impact it had on Ireland and its people, and 

presenting illustrations from contemporary newspapers. Growing up in coal  Country -Describes 

what life was like, especially for children, in coal mines and mining towns in the nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries.  Kids on strike!  -Describes the conditions and treatment that drove workers, 

including many childr en, to various strikes, from  the mill workers strikes in 1828 and 1836 and the 

coal strikes at the turn of the century to the work of Mother Jones on behalf of child workers.  

 

http://www.jennifer-armstrong.com/
http://www.jimarnosky.com/
http://www.scbartoletti.com/


Bial, Raymond  - 

 He does wonderful books on  tribes of Native Americans. The Cree  The 
Crow   The Deleware é. 
Ellis Island : coming to the land of liberty ð 2009 -  Discusses the many 

Americans who immigrated to the U.S. between 1892 and 1924 through Ellis 

Island, and provides in formation about the island, including its history as a 

landfill in New York Harbor and role as a once -popular picnicking spot.  

  

Tenement: Immigrant Life on the Lower East Side  2002  Mifflin, Presents a view of New York 

City's tenements during the peak yea rs of foreign immigration, discussing living conditions, laws 

pertaining to tenements, and the occupations of their residents. The Farms - Examines the history 

of farming in America, looking at various aspects of the early American farm, and discusses the 

r ole of farming in the development of the country.  

The Super Soybean -  2007 - Text and photographs provide a simple explanation of how soybeans 

are grown and used. 

 

Bishop, Nic   - Nic Bishop F rogs.., Full-color, illustrated photographs 

describing the characteristics and behaviors of a variety of frogs around the 

world.  

Nic Bishop Spiders -  Photographs and text provide basic information about 

various kinds of spiders - 
The Secrets of Animal Flight  -Explains how birds , bats, and insects fly, 

presenting photos and anatomical diagrams.  

Nic Bishop Butterflies and Moths  ð 2008  
   Nic Bishop Marsupials -2009  
 

 

Blumberg, Rhoda.  - Commodore Perry in the land of the Shogun  -Details 

Commodore Matthew Perry's role in opening J apan's closed society to world 

trade in the 1850s, one of history's most significant diplomatic achievements.  

The incredible journey of Lewis and Clark  -Describes the expedition led by 

Lewis and Clark to explore the unknown western regions of America at th e 

beginning of the nineteenth century.  

Shipwrecked! : the true adventures of a Japanese boy  -In 1841, rescued by an 

American whaler after a terrible shipwreck leaves him and his four companions castaways on a 

remote island, fourteen -year -old Manjiro learns  new laws and customs as he becomes the first 

Japanese person to set foot in the United States.  

 What's the deal? : Jefferson, Napoleon, and the Louisiana Purchase  -Discusses the 

Louisiana Purchase of 1803 and the political maneuverings of Napoleon and Jef ferson that made it 

possible. 

 York's adventures with Lewis and Clark : an African -American's part in the great expedition  

-Relates the adventures of York, a slave and "body servant" to William Clark, who journeyed west 

with the Lewis and Clark Expedition of 1804 -1806. 

 

http://www.raybial.com/biography.html
http://www.nicbishop.com/


Bolden, Tonya ð George Washington Carver ð 2008  -  A biography of American botanical 

researcher and agronomy educator, George Washington Carver, whose work to promote alternative 

crops in the  post -war South played a major role  in revolutionizing Southern 

agriculture.  

M. L. K- Journey of a King  2007  -  Profiles the life of civil rights leader Martin 

Luther King, and includes over eighty illustrated photograp hs that describe his 

marches, speeches, and non-violence philosophy.  

Maritcha : a nineteenth - century American girl ð 2005 -  Presents the personal 

memoirs of Maritcha Remond Lyons who was born in nineteenth -century New York 

City and describes how she and her family escaped to Rhode Island during  the 1863 Draft riots 

and how she overcame prejudice to become the first African -American person to graduate from 

Providence High School.   

 

Brandenburg, Jim.  ð  
Face to Face with Wolves  ð 2008 -  Presents an illustrated discussion of 

wolves, answering questions about their howls, pack structure, feeding, and 

hunting habits, and their changing territory and population size as people's view 

of the animal changes from fear to fascination.  

 
An American safari : adventures on the North American prairie  -Describes the 

American prairies, one of the richest ecosystems in the world and an endangered U.S. ecological 

treasure.  

Sand and fog : adventures in southern Africa  -Looks at Namibia, in Southe rn African, focusing on 

the environment and animals of the Skeleton Coast, the Namib desert, and the Etosha National 

Park.  

To the top of the world : adventures with Arctic wolves  -A wildlife  photographer records in text 

and photographs two visits to Ellesm ere Island, Northwest Territories, where he filmed a pack of 

Arctic wolves over several months.  

 

Burleigh, Robert  ð Chocolate  - Traces the history of chocolate from a drink of the Olmec and 

Maya and lat er in Europe to its popularity around the world today .  
Napoleon; the Story of the Little Corporal  -  Published in association with 

the American Federation of the Arts.";Includes bibliographical references. 

Recounts the life and military achievements of Fre nch general Napoleon 

Bonaparte, describing how he overcame impossible odds to rise to success 

during the French Revolution.  

Pandora -  In this retelling of the famous myth, curiosity is both a failing 

and a virtue as Pandora opens the jar and discovers - what?  

  Carle, Eric.  - Does a kangaroo have a mother, too?  -Presents the 

names of animal babies, parents, and groups, for example, a baby kangaroo is 

a joey, its mother is a flyer, its father is a boomer,  and a group of kangaroos 

is a troop, mob, or herd.  

 From head to toe  -Encourages the reader to exercise by following the 

movements of various animals. And many more Very Quiet Cricket  

http://www.tonyaboldenbooks.com/
http://www.jimbrandenburg.com/flash/index_flash.html
http://robertburleigh.com/book.html
http://robertburleigh.com/book.html
http://www.eric-carle.com/home.html


 Cobb, Vicki.  - Feeling your way : discover your sense of touch  -Describes many aspects of 

the sense of touch and includes several simple experiments which demonstrate 

how this sense works.  

 How to really fool yourself : illusions for all your senses  -Demonstrations 

accompanied by  explanations illustrate how and why the senses can be fooled.  

 I face the Wind  -Introduces the characteristics and actions of the wind 

through simple hands -on activities.  

 Sources of forces : science fun with force fields  -Text and simple 

experiments intro duce electrical, magnetic, and gravitational force fields.  

 Your tongue can tell : discover your sense of taste  -Text and suggested activities explore 

the sense of taste, how it works, and how it can help us detect which foods are sweet, sour, salty, 

or spicy. Many moreéWhere's the Science Here? Series: Fireworks, Junk Food, On Stage, 
Sneakers 

 Curlee, Lynn.  ð Trains ð 2009 éThis is wonderfully done.  
Brooklyn Bridge  -Describes the planning, construction, and hist ory of the  

Brooklyn Bridge, celebrated as one of the greatest landmarks and grandest 

sights of New York City.  

Into the ice : the story of Arctic exploration  -Describes the ice cap above 

the northernmost shores of Asia, North America, and Greenland, and th e 

expeditions that criss -crossed it in search of the North Pole.  

 -Parthenon -A detailed history of the Parthenon exploring its 

construction and restoration.  

 -Seven wonders of the ancient world  -Profiles the Seven Wonders of the World, presenting 

painted illustrations and descriptions of their purposes, construction, and appearance, based on the 

findings of archaeologists.  

 

Delano, Marfe  ð Genius ð Photobiography of Albert Einstein  

Inventing the Future -  Photobiography of Thomas Edison  

American Heroes - Presents three hundred full -color photographs and 

archival illustrations that profiles fifty Americans in history including 

Pocahontas and Sacajawea, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, 

Franklin Roosevelt, Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, and many more.  

Helenõs Eyes ð 2008 - Photographs, illustrations, and text chronicle the life 

of Helen Keller's tutor, Annie Sullivan.  

 

Earth in the Hot Seat  ð2009 ð National Geogrphic - Presents scientific 

research into global wa rming theories, including studies using tree rings and 

glacier ice samples, and discusses global and local approaches to climate change 

with tips on how to reduce one's carbon footprint.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vickicobb.com/
http://www.curleeart.com/
http://www.marfebooks.com/


Deem, James  

Bodies from the Ice ð 2008 ð This Book t ells the story of  Earth's melting 

alpine glaciers and the recent archaeological discoveries made there.  

Bodies from the Bog  ð 2005 -  Describes the archaeological excavations 

that began on the ancient cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum which had been 

buried by the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in AD 79.  

Bodies from the Ash  ð 1999 -  Describes the discovery of prehistoric bog 

bodies in northern Europe and the evidence which their remains reveal about themselves and the 

civilization s in which they lived.  

 

Candace Fleming -   

The Lincolns ð A Scrapbook look at Abraham and Mary  ð 2008 - A dual biography of Abraham 

Lincoln and his wife, Mary, using photographs, letters, engravings, and ca rtoons to look at their 

childhoods, courtship, marriage, children, and other joys and traumas of their years together, 

including their deaths.  

The Great and Only Barnum :  the tremendous, stupendous life of showman 
P.T. Barnum ð 2009 - Chronicles the life of  showman P. T. Barnum, discussing 

how he created his legendary circus, the people and events that shaped his 

life, and the impact Barnum had on the entertainment industry.  

 
 

 

Freedman, Russell . ð (He does not have his own website but Scholastic does inform about his 
writing and has a good interview. ) He is m y personal Non - fiction hero.  
Washington at Valley Forge. ð 2008 -  Provides an account of the six months during which the 

soldiers in George Washington's command camped at Valley Force, enduring the harsh winter of 

1777-78 without adequate food, clothing, or blankets.  

Who Was First -  Before Columbus  - 2007 - Admiral of the ocean sea --  Did China discover 

America? --  Leif the lucky --  The not -so-new world --  Who really discovered America? Examines 

the evidence that indicates others may have traveled to the Americas before Columbus in 1492 

including Viking ruins, Mayan stonework, and other mysterious objects found in New England that 

date before Columbus.  

Babe Didrikson Zaharias : the making of a champion  -A biography of Babe Didrikson, who broke 

records in golf, track and field, and other sports, at a time when there were few  opportunities for 

female athletes.  

 Buffalo hunt  -Examines the importance of the buffalo in the lore and day -to -day life of the 

Indian tribes of the Great Plains and describes hunting methods and the uses found for each part 

of the animal that could not be eaten.  

 Children of the Great Depression - ORBIS PICTUS 2 006  
 Children of the Wild West  -Historical photographs with explanatory text 

present a picture of life in the American West from 1840 to the early 1900s.  

 Confucius : the golden  rule -An illustrated introduction to the life and 

teachings of Chinese philosop her Confucius.  

http://www.jamesmdeem.com/
http://www.candacefleming.com/
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/contributor.jsp?id=1766


 Eleanor Roosevelt : a life of Discovery  -A biography of the first wife of a president to have 

a public life and career of her own.  

 Franklin Delano Roosevelt  -Photographs and text trace the life of Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

from his birth i n 1882 through his youth, early political career, and presidency, to his death in 

Warm Springs, Georgia, in 1945.  

 Immigrant kids  -Text and photographs chronicle the life of immigrant children at home, 

school, work, and play during the late 1800's and earl y 1900's.  

 Indian Chiefs  -Biographies of six Western Indian chiefs who led their people in a historic 

moment of crisis, when a decision had to be made about fighting or cooperating with the white 

pioneers encroaching on their grounds.  

 An Indian winter  -Relates the experiences of a German prince, his servant, and a young 

Swiss artist as they traveled through the Missouri River Valley in 1833 learning about the 

territory and its inhabitants and recording their impressions in words and pictures.  

 The life and  death of Crazy Horse  -A biography of the Oglala leader who relentlessly 

resisted the white man's attempt to take over Indian lands.  

 Lincoln : a photobiography  -Photographs and text trace the life of the Civil War President.  

 The voice that challenged a n ation : Marian Anderson  and the struggle for equal rights -

Tells the life story of singer Marian Anderson, describing her famous 1939 Lincoln Memorial 

performance and explaining how she helped end segregation in the American arts after being 

refused the ri ght to perform at Washington's Constitution Hall because of the color of her skin.  

 The Wright brothers : how they invented the airplane  -Follows the lives of the Wright 

brothers and describes how they developed the first airplane.  

Fritz, Jean.  ð She will  be 94 in November . And then what happened, Paul Revere ? 

Describes some of the well -known as well as the lesser -known details of Paul Revere's 

life and exciting ride.  

Around the world in a hundred years : from Henry the Navigator to Magellan  Examines 

the g reat wave of European exploration during the fifteenth century which resulted in 

more accurate maps.  

Bully for you, Teddy Roosevelt ! Follows the life of the dynamic twenty -sixth president, discussing 

his conservation work, hunting expeditions, family life,  and political career.  

 The double life of Pocahontas  A biography of the famous American Indian princess, 

emphasizing her life -long adulation of John Smith and the roles she played in two very different 

cultures.  

 The great little Madison  -Traces the life and contributions of the sickly child with the small 

voice who grew up to become the fourth president of the United States.  

 Leonardo's horse  Examines the life of Leonardo da Vinci, focusing on his unfinished 

sculpture of a huge horse he was commissioned t o create for the Duke of Milan in the late 1400s, 

and discusses how the project was taken up by pilot Charlie Dent in 1977 and, after several 

setbacks, completed and presented as a gift to Milan in 1999.  

 The Lost Colony of Roanoke  Describes the English co lony of Roanoke, which was founded in 

1585, and discusses the mystery of its disappearance.  

 - What's the big idea, Ben Franklin  A brief biography of the eighteenth -century printer, 

inventor, and statesman who played an influential role in the early histor y of the United States.  



 Fritz, Jean  continued Where do you think you're going, Christopher Columbus  Discusses the 

voyages of Christopher Columbus who determined to beat everyone in the race to the Indies.  

  You want women to vote, Lizzie Stanton?  
A biography of suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton from her childhood, to her fight for the end of 

slavery, to her death 18 years before women were granted the right to vote.  

Gibbons, Gail .  ð So many books. Too many to list.  

Coral reefs   

An illustrated history of coral reefs, how they are formed, where 

they are found, and the importance of protecting them.  

. - Galaxies, galaxies!.,   

An illustrated introduction to galaxies, discussing their physical 

characteristics and the methods used to observe them. - How a house 

is built  -Describes how the surveyor, heavy machinery operators, 

carpenter crew, plumbers, and other workers build a house.  

- Mummies, pyramids, and Pharaohs : a book about ancient  Provides an overview of lif e in 

ancient Egypt, describing the people, daily activities, beliefs and customs, and what has been 

learned from artifacts left behind.  

My baseball book An introduction to baseball, describing the equipment, playing field, rules, 

players, and process of th e game. 

 

Giblin, James.  - The amazing life of Benjamin Franklin  Presents an illustrated 

account of the life and achievements of founding father, Benjamin Franklin; 

and examines the contributions he made and the legacy he left behind.  

- The boy who saved Cleveland : based on a true story  During a malaria 

epidemic in late eighteenth -century Cleveland, Ohio, ten -year -old Seth Doan 

surprises his family, his neighbors, and himself by having the strength to carry 

and grind enough corn to feed everyone.  

- Good br other, bad brother : the story of Edwin Booth and John Wilkes 
Booth  ð 2005 Tells the life stories of nineteenth -century actor Edwin Booth and his actor brother 

John Wilkes Booth, describing the differences between the two men, chronicling John's 

assassination of Abraham Lincoln, and examining the impact of John's crime on the Booth family 

for decades afterward.  

Rise and Fall of James McCarthy  ð 2009 - Illustrated with photographs, 

editorial cartoons, and other archival material, thoroughly researched and 

carefully documented, The Rise and Fall of Senator Joe McCarthy explores 

one of the most controversial figures on our history, a man whose influence 

many people see in political events in our nation today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gailgibbons.com/


Goodman, Susan  All in One Cookie  -  As Grandma bakes a batch of chocolate 

chip cookies, she explains where all the ingredients come from.  

Motorcyles - Easy-to -follow text introduces young readers to motorcycles, 

discussing their history, the differen t types of motorcycles, their main parts, 

and other related topics.  

Truth about Poop  - A compendium of fascinating, weird, and gross facts about 

excrement.  

 

Greenberg, Jan  ð  

Act ion Jackson - Imagines Jackson Pollock at work during the creation of one of his paint -swirled 

and splattered canvasses. Plus Andy Warhol  Plus Van Gogh 

Heart to Heart  Love her poetry.   
Side by Side  
 

 

 Hiscock , Bruce . Ookpik : the travels of a snowy owl -  Describes the first 

year of life of a snowy owl living in the Arctic tundra; and includes 

information about the size, diet, courtship, nesting habits, and life cycle of 

the snowy owl.  

The big caribou herd : l ife in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge  An 

introduction to caribou and to the natural history of the Arctic National 

Wildlife Refuge.  

 The big rock  
Traces the origins of a granite rock located near the Adirondack Mountains and describes how it 

reveals information about the history of the earth.  

 

Hopkinson, Deborah  ð  

Shutting Out the Sky  ð 2003 - Photographs and text document the 

experiences of five individuals who came to live in the Lower East Side of  New 

York City as children or young adults from Belarus, Italy, Lithuania, and 

Romania at the turn of the twentieth century.  

Up Before Day Break:  cotton and people in America ð 2006  - Presents an 

overview of the history of the cotton industry in the Unite d States, from 

colonial times to the mid -twentieth century.  

 

Jenkins, Steve  ð  
Down, Down, Down: : a journey to the bottom of the sea ð 2009 - Illustrations explore the 

ocean from the birds and waves down to the deepest, darkest bottom; and feature jellyfish, squid, 

whales, and more. 

 

Living Color -  Looks at a wide range of colorful animals, describing how their 

feathers, scales, shells, and skin help them survive, warn predators, signal friends, 

attract a ma te, or hide from their enemies.  

http://www.susangoodmanbooks.com/
http://mowrites4kids.drury.edu/authors/greenberg/#books
http://www.brucehiscock.com/
http://www.deborahhopkinson.com/
http://www.deborahhopkinson.com/
http://stevejenkinsbooks.com/


Jenkins  é.Actual Size  -How big is a crocodile? What about a tiger, or the  worldõs largest spider? 

Can you imagine a tongue that is two feet long or an eye thatõs bigger than your head? Sometimes 

facts and figures donõt tell the whole story. Sometimes you need to see things for yourself ñat 

their actual size.  

Almost Gone  - Profiles animal species around the world that have gone 

extinct within human history, or that are at risk for extinction.  

Animals in Flight -Wings carry ti ny insects, fluttering butterflies, and 

backyard bird  s, and they even once propelled some dinosaurs up and 

through the skies. Find out how, when, and why birds and beasts have 

taken to the air, and discover how wings work in this informative and brilliant ly illustrated book 

about flight.  

What Do You Do with a Tale Like This -A nose for digging? Ears for seeing? Eyes that 

squirt blood? Explore the many amazing things animals can do with their ears, eyes, mouths, noses, 

feet, and tails in this beautifully il lustrated interactive guessing book by Steve Jenkins and Robin 

Page.  AND  

MANY MORE> 

Barbara Kerley  

What to Do About Alice  ð 2008 ð An illustrated biography of Alice Roosevelt 

Longworth that focus es on her experiences while her father was president of 

the United States.  

Walt Whitman: Words for America  ð 2004 -  A biography of the American 

poet whose compassion led him to nurse soldiers during the Civil War, to give 

voice to the nation's grief at Linc oln's assassination, and to capture the true 

American spirit in verse.  

Greetings from Planet Earth  ð 2007 - In 1977, as twelve -year -old Theo struggles with a science 

class project on space exploration, questions emerge about why his father never returned f rom 

Vietnam and why Theo's mother has been keeping secrets for many years.  (This is fiction but it 

reveals much about the Vietnam War ) 

New book coming out in 2010 on Mark Twain. I know it will be fun.  

She did the Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins.   

Krull, Kathleen,  - Houdini : world's greatest mystery man and escape A 

picture book biography highlighting the life and. - Lives of the musicians : good 
times, bad times (and what the neighbors thought)  The lives of twenty 

composers and musicians, ranging from Vivaldi, Mozart, and Bach to Gershwin, 

Gilbert & Sullivan, and Woody Guthrie, are profiled in this eclectic, humorous, 

and informative collection.  

- Marie Curie  2007.Presents a biography of Polish -French physici st and 

chemist Marie Curiem, who was a pioneer in the field of radioactivity and won a 

Noble prize in both physics and in chemistry.  

- Sigmund Freud   2006 -Contains a look at the life and times of Austrian psychoanalyst Sigmund 

Freud, from his childhood th rough his accomplishments in science.  

- Wilma unlimited : how Wilma Rudolph became the world's fastest woman  A biography of 

the African -American woman who overcame crippling polio as a child to become the first woman to 

win three gold medals in track in a single Olympics.  

http://www.barbarakerley.com/index.html
http://www.barbarakerley.com/index.html
http://www.kathleenkrull.com/


Kuklin, Susan ð No Choirboy  : murder, violence, and teenagers on death row  

ð 2008 -  A collection of essays in which inmates at American prisons who were 

sentenced to death while still in their teens share their thoughts and feelings about 

how they ended up in prison and how they feel about capital punishment.  

 

What do I do now? : talking about teenage pregnancy  -  2001  
 

 

 

Lasky, Kathryn.  - John Muir : America's first environmentalist  A brief, 

illustrated, look at the life and work of environmentalist John Muir, 

describing his early life in Scotland, his move to America, his appreciation of 

nature, and his work to establish Yosemite National Park and the Sierra Club.  
- The man who made time Travel  the need for sailors to be able to determine 

their position at sea and the efforts of John Harrison, an eighteenth 

century man who spent his life refining instruments to enable them to do 

this.  

 

 Lauber, Patricia.  - An octopus is amazing -An introduction to one of the 

curiosities of the sea -- the multi -tentacled, highly intelligent octopus.  

 Painters of the caves  -Describes the 1994 discovery made in Chauvet, 

France, of a cave with Stone Age rock pain tings, and discusses the significance 

of cave art to people living in prehistoric as well as modern times.  

 Volcano : the eruption and healing of Mount St. Helens  An account of how 

and why Mount St. Helens erupted in May 1980 and the destruction it caused,  

and a discussion of the return of life to that area.  

 What you never knew about tubs, toilets & showers ð Describes people's feelings about 

bathing and methods of keeping clean throughout history, from the Stone Age to modern times.  

What you never knew ab out fingers, forks, & chopsticks -Describes changes in eating customs 

throughout the centuries and the origins of table manners.  

 Who came first? : new clues to prehistoric Americans  -Presents recent archaeological 

findings about the first people to settle the Americas, how they got here, and from what continent 

they came.  

 

Leedy, Lorlee   Follow the Money  - A quarter describes all the ways it is used 

from the time it is minted until it is taken back to a bank.  

Mission Addition    Fraction Action           Postcards from Pluto  

Edible Pyramid -  Uses the U.S. Department of Agriculture's food guide 

pyramid to show the healthy way to eat, including information on the 

recommended servings from each groups.  

 

 

http://www.susankuklin.com/
http://www.kathrynlasky.com/index.html
http://www.loreenleedy.com/


 

Macaulay, David  ð The Way  We Work  ð 2008 - A visual exploration of the inner workings of the 

human body that uses close -ups, cross-sections, and perspectives to look at the 

different body systems and how they function.  

. - Building big  - A companion book to the PBS television series about the 

creation of bridges, tunnels, skyscrapers, domes, and dams, focusing on the 

connections between the main planning and design problems that had to be 

solved and the solutions that we re ultimately constructed.  

Castle  -Text and detailed drawings follow the planning and construction of a 

"typical" castle and adjoining town in thirteenth -century Wales.  

Cathedral  : the story of its construction -Text and detailed drawings follow the planni ng and 

construction of a magnificent Gothic cathedral in the imaginary French town of Chutreaux during 

the thirteenth century.  

Mosque - Reveals the methods and materials used to construct a mosque in late -sixteenth century 

Turkey.  

 The new way things work  -Text and numerous detailed illustrations introduce and explain 

the scientific principles and workings of hundreds of machines. Includes new material about digital 

technology.  

 

 

Macy, Sue.  

Bullõs Eye: A Photobiography of Annie Oakley.  ð 2001 - A photographic 

biography of Annie Oakley, discussing her early life, her prowess with a gun, her 

stint with Buffalo Bill's Wild West show, and her enduring image in movies, books, 

television shows, and plays.  

Photobiography of  Nellie Bly  ð 2009 -  A photo -illustrated biography of American 

journalist, author, industrialist, and charity worker Nellie Bly.  

I love all her sports books celebrating women. See her website.  

 

Marrin, Albert  

Years of Dust ð 2009 - Examines the causes of the Dust Bowl, discusses 

its effects, and provides primary source quotes and photographs.  

Oh, rats! : the story of rats and people  ð 2006 -  Describes rat 

behavior and survival skills and aspects of their rela tionship with humans, 

including disease, rats as food, rats as pests, and the training of rats as 

rescuers.  

The great adventure : Theodore Roosevelt and the rise of modern America  -  2007  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.davidmacaulay.com/
http://www.suemacy.com/
http://www.albertmarrin.com/


Murphy, Jim  

Truc e ð 2009 - Tells the story of the December 25, 1914 truce between German 

and British soldiers as they laid down their weapons and met in No Man's Land to 

celebrate Christmas.  

A Savage Thunder -  : Antietam and the bloody road to freedom.  ð 2009 

Discusses t he bloody battle of Antietam, in which General George B. McClellan 

faced off against General Lee's Army of Northern Virginia in Maryland in 

September of 1862.  

Across America on an emigrant train  -Combines an account of Robert Louis 

Stevenson's experiences  as he traveled from New York to California by train in 1879 and a 

description of the building and operation of railroads in nineteenth -century America. Includes 

archival photographs.  

 An American plague : the true and terrifying story of the yellow fever epidemic of 1793  

Provides an account of the yellow fever epidemic that swept through Philadelphia in 1793, 

discussing the chaos that erupted when people began evacuating in droves, leaving the city without 

government, goods, or services, and examining effo rts by physicians, the Free African Society, and 

others to cure and care for the sick.  

 Blizzard! : the storm that changed America  -Presents a history, based on personal accounts 

and newspaper articles, of the massive snow storm that hit the Northeast in 1 888, focusing on the 

events in New York City.  
 The boys' war : Confederate and Union soldiers talk about the Civil War -Includes diary 

entries, personal letters, and archival photographs to describe the experiences of boys, sixteen 

years old or younger, wh o fought in the Civil War.  

 - The great fire  -Photographs and text, along with personal accounts of actual survivors tell 

the story of the great fire of 1871 in Chicago.  

 - Inside the Alamo  -An overview of the struggle between the Texan settlers and Mexico 's 

General Santa Anna for control of Texas, with a detailed description of the 1836 siege of the 

Alamo. Includes biographical sketches and quotations of some of those involved.  

 The long road to Gettysburg  -Describes the events of the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863 as 

seen through the eyes of two actual participants, nineteen -year -old Confederate lieutenant John 

Dooley and seventeen-year -old Union soldier Thomas Galway. Also discusses Lincoln's famous 

speech delivered at the dedication of the National Cemeter y at Gettysburg.  

Osborne, Mary Pope.  ð Zillions of Research books as companions to The Magic 
Tree Series . 
American Revolution : a nonfiction companion to Revolutionary War on Wednesday   

Presents a picture of life in colonial America and reviews the causes and major 

events of the American Revolution.  

 - One world, many religions : the ways we worship  -An illustrated 

introduction to comparative religion, discussing Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 

Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism. 

 Twisters and other terrible storms : a nonfiction companion to Twister on Tuesday 
Describes the changing nature of weather and how meteorologists predict and study such storms 

as tornadoes, hurricanes, and blizzards.  

  

http://jimmurphybooks.com/
http://www.marypopeosborne.com/


 

Pringle, Laurence P . - Bats! : strange and wonderful  An introduction to 

the life and behavior of bats. Everybody has a bellybutton : your life 
before you were born  -Looks at the development of human life from 

conception through birth and explains the function of the belly button.  

An extraordinary life : the story of a monarch butterfly  -Introduces the 

life cycle, feeding habits, migration, predators, and mating of the 

monarch butterfly through the observation of one  particular monarch 

named Danaus. 

 Global warming : the threat of Earth's changing climate  -Provides information about global 

warming, discussing the causes and effects of warming climates, and offering suggestions on how 

to reverse the trend.  

 Hearing -Describes the parts of the ear and how they function and discusses the ways 

animals hear, maintaining balance, taking care of your hearing, and more.  

 Snakes! : strange and wonderful  -Describes the physical characteristics and abilities of 

snakes, looks at h ow they climb, swim, and move across the ground, discusses their hunting abilities 

and eating behaviors, and explains how they reproduce.  

 Whales! : strange and wonderful  -An introduction to the life and behavior of whales.  

 

Reich, Susanna   Painting the Wild Frontier ; the Art and Adventures of 
George Catlin  ð 2008 - Letters, recollections, and archival prints and 

photographs recount the experiences artist George Catlin had traveling through 

the American wildern ess studying Native American tribes . 

Jose :  born to dance : the story of Jose Limon - 2005  

An illustrated biography of Mexican -born dancer Jose Limon, who moved to the United States and 

later became world famous as a dancer and choreographer.  

Clara Schumann  Piano Virtuoso  ð 1999 - Describes the life of the German pianist and composer 

who made her professional debut at age nine and who devoted her life to music and to her family.  

 

Ryder, Joanne . ð A Pair of Polar Bears -Explains how twin polar bear 

cubs, Kalluk and Tatqiq, discovered orphaned on the Alaskan 

wilderness, grow and learn at their new home at the San Diego Zoo.  

Little panda : the world welcomes Hua Mei at the San Diego Zoo  -

Describes the first year in the life of the first giant panda cub ever 

to  survive in captivity in America.  

 Where butterflies grow  -Describes what it feels like to change from a caterpillar into a 

butterfly. Includes gardening tips to attract butterflies.  

 Wild birds  -The birds that glide through the sky, hop through the grass,  and sing on the 

fence gradually come to feed from a child's hand.  

 

 

 

 

http://laurencepringle.com/
http://www.susannareich.com/


Sayre, April  - - The Bumblebee Queen, Study of the life cycle of a 

bumblebee, discussing how they build their nests, lay eggs, gather nectar,  and 

create colonies of hundreds of bees.  

- Secrets of sound : studying the calls and songs of whales, elephants, and 
birds - Examines the work of several bioacousticians, scientists who study the 

sounds made by living creatures, discussing the results and  importance of 

their research.  

- Stars beneath your bed : the surprising story of dust  Presents full -color 

illustrated drawings that describes what dust is, the different kinds of dust such as pollen, house 

dust, dirt from the farmer's plow, dust storms, f ires, and ash from volcanoes.  

Sayre, Henry   Cave paintings to Picasso : the inside scoop on 50 art masterpieces  -Introduces 

fifty celebrated works of art, including King Tut's sarcophagus and Andy Warhol's paintings of 

Campbell's soup cans, with historical  and interpretive information for each piece.  

 

Schanzer, Rosalyn  ð What Darwin Saw  ð 2009 - Introduces children to the 

life of Charles Darwin, describing how his innovative theories on evolution 

changed how people view the world.  

George VS George ð 2004 - Explores how the characters and lives of King 

George III of England and George Washington affected the progress and 

outcome of the American Revolution.  

How Ben Franklin Stole Lightening ð 2003 - Focuses on Benjamin Franklin's role 

as an inventor of whimsical gadgets and practical contraptions, with an emphasis on his experiment 

of flying a kite during a rainstorm.  

 

  Simon, Seymour  - Destination space   

Describes  the skeletal system and outlines the many important roles that 

bones play in the healthy functioning of the human body.  

 Danger! earthquakes  Discusses the nature, causes, and destructive 

capabilities of earthquakes and describes some notable examples.  

 Eyes and ears -Describes the anatomy of the eye and ear, how those 

organs function and some ways in which they may malfunction, and how the 

brain is also involved in our seeing and hearing.  

 Lightning -Photographs and text explore the natural phenomenon of l ightning.  

 Oceans -Text and photographs explore the physical characteristics, life forms, and fragility 

of the world's oceans.  

 Spiders  -An introduction to the physical characteristics, behavior, and life cycle of 

different kinds of spiders.  

 Wolves -Text and photographs present the physical characteristics, habits, and natural 

environment of various species of wolves.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aprilsayre.com/
http://www.rosalynschanzer.com/
http://www.seymoursimon.com/


Singer, Marilyn.  - Cats to the Rescue : true tales of heroic felines   

2006., 154p -A col lection of fifteen cat stories from around the world that 

tells some of the heroic and dangerous adventures that some cats have 

experienced - On the same day in March : a tour of the world's weather  

Highlights a wide variety of weather conditions by taking  a tour around the 

world and examining weather in different places on the same day in March. - 

What stinks? 2006.,  

Illustrated text and photographs describe a number of smelly plants and 

animals including skunks and camels, the rafflesia blossom, ginkgo tr ees, and animal feces and urine.  

 

Sis, Peter -  Play, Mozart, play!  2006., RL Looks at the early life of Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart in simple text with illustrations. Includes biographical 

information.  

- Sta rry messenger : a book depicting the life of a famous scientist, 
mathematician, astronomer, philosopher, physicist, Galileo Galilei   

Describes the life and work of Galileo who changed the way people saw the 

galaxy, by offering objective evidence that the e arth was not the fixed center 

of the universe.  

- The tree of life : a book depicting the life of Charles Darwin, naturalist, geologist & thinker , 

Presents the life of the famous nineteenth -century naturalist using text from Darwin's writings 

and detailed d rawings by Sis.  

- The wall : growing up behind the Iron Curtain  2007., RL 5.2, 50p  

Artist Sis Peter describes what it was like growing up in a Communist country and discusses how 

Western culture influenced his life.  

-The train of states  Gives information a bout each state, including capital, motto, 

state tree, state bird, source of name, and date of statehood.  

 Stanley, Diane.  - Bard of Avon : the story of William Shakespeare  -A brief 

biography of the world's mo st famous playwright, using only historically correct 

information.  

Charles Dickens : the man who had great expectations -Follows the life and 

writing career of the popular nineteenth -century English novelist.  

Cleopatra -A biography of Cleopatra, who became  queen of Egypt at the age of 

eighteen and maintained power over her kingdom through her alliances with Julius Caesar and Marc 

Antony.  

 Joan of Arc -An illustrated biography of the fifteenth -century peasant girl who led a 

French army to victory against the  English and was burned at the stake for witchcraft.  

 Leonardo da Vinci  A biography of the Italian Renaissance artist and inventor who, at about 

age thirty, began writing his famous notebooks which contain the outpourings of his amazing mind.  

 Michelangelo -A biography of the Renaissance sculptor, painter, architect, and poet, well 

known for his work on the Sistine Chapel in Rome's St. Peter's Cathedral.  

 Peter the Great  -A biography of the tsar who began the transformation of Russia into a 

modern state in the late seventeenth -early eighteenth centuries.  

 Saladin : noble prince of Islam  -A biography of the Moslem leader who opposed the 

crusaders under King Richard the Lionheart.  

http://www.marilynsinger.net/
http://www.petersis.com/index2.html
http://www.dianestanley.com/


 

Stanley, Jerry,   - Children of the Dust Bowl : the true story of the school at 
Weedpatch Camp -Describes the plight of the migrant workers who traveled 

from the Dust Bowl to California during the Depression and were forced to live 

in a federal labor camp and discusses the school that was built for their 

children.  

 Cowboys & longhorns -Text and historical photographs trace the history 

of cowboys and longhorns in the United States, discussing how their image and 

place in American culture have changed throughout the years.  

  

 

Stone, Tanya Lee  ð Almost Astronauts 13 Women Who Dared ð 2009 - 

Profiles thirteen women who challenged social norms and government policies 

to prove they could be exceptional astronauts.  

 

 

 

 

 

Stewart, Melissa Why are Anim als Red  2009 - Why are Animals 
Greené.Blueé. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tanaka, Shelley.    

Amelia Earhart The Legend of the Lost Aviator ð 2008 ð 

Presents the story of the legendary aviator, Amelia Earhart, from her 

childhood until her final flight in 1937.  

Mummiies:  : the new est, coolest, and creepiest  - 2005 Examines 

mummy discoveries made around the world, and looks at how advances in 

forensic science and other investigative techniques are helping scientists 

learn about the lives and deaths of these sometimes ancient, prese rved bodies.  

 
1. The Alamo -- surrounded and outnumbered, they chose to make a defiant last stand   

2. D- Day -- they fought to free Europe from Hitler's tyranny /  (A Day That Changed 

America)   

3. Earthquake! -- on a peaceful spring morning, disaster strikes S an Francisco /  

4. Gettysburg -- the legendary battle and the address that inspired a nation / ( All four books 

are in the A Day That Changed America Series)  - Madison Press Books, c2009  

 

 

http://www.tanyastone.com/
http://www.melissa-stewart.com/

