
Superhero comic “laws” 

 

 

 

1. The hero is marked out from society. He often reaches maturity without having a 

relationship with his parents. 

 

 

2. At least some of the superheroes will be like earthbound gods in their level of 

powers. Other superheroes of lesser powers will consort easily with these 

earthbound deities. 

 

 

3. The hero’s devotion to justice overrides even his devotion to the law. 

 

 

4. The extraordinary nature of the superhero will be contrasted with the ordinariness 

of his surroundings. 

 

 

5. Likewise, the extraordinary nature of the hero will be contrasted with the 

mundane nature of his alter-ego. Certain taboos will govern the actions of these 

alter-egos. 

 

 

6. Although ultimately above the law, superheroes can be capable of considerable 

patriotism and moral loyalty to the state, though not necessarily to the letter of its 

laws. 

 

 

7. The stories are mythical and use science and magic indiscriminately to create a 

sense of wonder. 

 

 

 

 

Reynolds, Richard. (1994) Super Heroes: a modern mythology. Jackson: University 

Press of Mississippi. 


